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The impact of PR

One of the greatest challenges faced by PR practitioners is being forced to prove their worth. Many people 
think that public relations is creating a simple Facebook or blog post. They also believe it is a job that can be 
done by anyone, regardless of training or experience. 

It thus becomes the practitioners responsibility to prove they are an invaluable asset to the company. This 
often means finding innovative ways to show employers the impact you have on the workplace. 

This impact report might take the form of a social media analytics report or the creation of a new 
communications strategy. It could mean learning new skills and expanding your role in the company or 
working overtime to stay one step ahead of competitors. It might mean forming valuable personal 
relationships with media, clients and investors. 

Learning how to provide proof of your impact is not an easy task, especially working in the communications 
field. Luckily, we don’t have to figure it out on our own. Industry professionals are eager to share their 
knowledge and assist the next generation of practitioners. Take the first step by joining CMU PRSSA and 
White Pine PRSA on March 22 for their conference “Realizing Our Impact.” 

Blog Mentions
Four essentials for event planning

The importance of a professional 
network

General Meeting By: Alexis Schuchert

By: Terzah Dyer

Spring Conference

Duck Derby 

Upcoming Events

March 13 | 6:30 p.m.

Mar. 22 | 10 a.m.

Mar. 26 | 10 p.m.
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What You Missed

General Meeting: Feb. 6
The first meeting of February focused on internships.  Professor Jim Wojcik came to speak about the 
required IPR internship and its benefits. He also addressed frequently asked questions and fielded 
queries from students. 

A student panel then spoke about their internship experiences. They revealed what they enjoyed, 
what they hated and what they learned. 

The meeting concluded with a group social for half-off appetizers at Applebee’s. 

General Meeting: Feb. 13
The second meeting in February focused on content creation. The first part of the meeting focused 
on discussing what PR content includes and tips for creating engaging content. 

Members then broke into groups and were challenged to create an innovative and engaging 
content proposal for a new ride at Disney. After collaborating, groups presented their ideas and 
received feedback. 

General Meeting: Feb. 27
For the final meeting before spring break, members met and participated in a game of Family Feud 
to review AP Style tips. Have a safe and relaxing spring break! 

Member of the Month: Shiyao Liu

Major: The February member of the month is 
Shiyao Liu. Shiyao is studying journalism 
with a PR concentration and a minor in 
advertising. This is her first semester in 
PRSSA. Liu’s favorite part of PRSSA is 
learning PR knowledge outside of what 
is covered in her classes, connecting with 
peers with common interests and coming 
up with innovative ideas at meetings. 

Minor:

Hometown:

Journalism, PR 
concentration

Advertising 

Hong Kong
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PR Central Update

PR Central’s annual Duck Derby is scheduled for 
March 26 at the Soaring Eagle waterpark. PRC 
is starting a social media campaign to increase 
sales. Ducks cost $2 each. Contact a PRC 
member for more information. Applications for PR 
Central CEO go live on March 11 and are due on 
March 19. For more information about PR Central, 
contact CEO Karli Clausen at claus1kb@cmich.
edu. 

Profile Credits

AP Style Tip Committee Updates
AP style tip: Be careful when writing times. 
When indicating if something happened in the 
morning or evening, write a.m. or p.m., not 
AM/PM, am/pm or any other variation. Avoid 
saying both a.m. or p.m. and phrases like “in 
the morning” or “at night” as this is redun-
dant. 

Right: The event began at 9 a.m.

Wrong: The event began at 9 a.m. in the 
morning. 

Wrong: The event began at 9 AM.

Chapter Events: The committee is planning 
a coffee and canvas social and the spring 
banquet. They have begun contacting 
sponsors and silent auction donors. 

Publications: The committee is working on 
new blogs tailored to PR students and 
professionals. Check out their work on the 
CMU PRSSA website at cmuprssa.com

Professional development:  The committee is 
now planning for spring conference on March 
22. The event theme is “Realizing Our Impact 
(ROI)”. 
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