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UPCOMING EVENTS BLOG MENTIONS

8
MAR 6:30 p.m.       General Meeting

22
MAR 6:30 p.m.       General Meeting

20
APR 8 a.m.           Spring Conference

Check out our website to read the first 
blogs of the semester. 

“POLITICAL PR IN TODAY’S CLIMATE” 
by Ethan Hogan

There are a few things in political public relations that 
you need to know.

“FIVE INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES TO GET 
YOU THROUGH THE SEMESTER” 

by Brianna Brugel
We have officially entered the middle of the semester, 

which means our stress is at an all time high.

FEBRUARY
EDITION 

2016

FOLLOWING UP WITH PROFESSIONALS
One of the most 
important factors of a 
conference, interview or 
having a guest speaker 
in class is making a 
lasting connection. 
Networking is an 
important component 
to being a PR 
professional, but it isn’t 
always the most natural 
thing to do. 

Meeting a professional is often the same; you shake their hand, 
introduce yourself and talk about your current role in PR. 
Following up with them is different in almost every situation. 
There are several settings a college student will encounter these 
are just few:

After a conference:
You’ve spent all day connecting with professionals, asking them 
about their careers and learning more about yourself. Now it is 
time to make a lasting connection. Where to start? 
First go to LinkedIn. Send them a message about something 
you talked about and mention how nice it was to meet them. 
If you have their business card, you can send them an email 
catching up. Don’t be afraid to reach out and ask him or her to 
grab a coffee and chat.

After a panel or guest speaker:
Always introduce yourself; you never know if they are 
interested in the same area as you or if their best friend from 
college owns a fortune 500 company you’ve been dying to 
intern at. This is one of the best ways to get your name out. 
These conversations are more casual, and it’s a great way to 
ask them more questions or advice on your next step as a 
professional.

After having an interview:
After an interview is one of the most important times to follow 
up with a professional. They might have had four or five other 
interviews the same day and you could have fallen through the 
cracks. Following up with someone is one way to make you 
stand out and show him or her you are excited and interested 
in this new opportunity. Don’t be afraid to pick up the phone 
and give them a call. Professionals are always impressed to see 
a millennial connect with someone on a more personal level. 
The best advice I have ever gotten for a follow up is to send 
them a hand written thank you card in the mail. This really sets 
you apart from the thank you emails they will receive. 

When following up with a professional, it’s never to soon to 
reach out. Don’t be afraid to send them a message and ask 
them to grab a coffee. These professionals could be your boss 
or colleague after graduation. You never know when you could 
meet a mentor, co-worker or make a friend.

For more upcoming dates, check out 
our website. 

22
APR TBA           Banquet



WWW.CMUPRSSA.COMWWW.CMUPRSSA.COM

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Aren Milligan

WHAT YOU MISSED... ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

PROFILE
CREDITS

Joe singer is a 2015 graduate of the 
IPR program. During his time at 
CMU he was a marketing and social 
media intern at Hippino, LLC for four 
months during 2013. At Hippino, Joe 
created the social media presence for 
the company on Twitter, Instagram 
and YouTube while running their 
Facebook and Vine. Joe had the 
opportunity to assist in social media 
campaigns for the Indianapolis 500 
and Detroit Isle Grand Prix. 
 
In 2014, Joe was a PR intern at Marx 
Layne & Company. His four months 
there consisted of working directly 
with clients such as McDonald’s, 
Better Health Store and Peas and 
Carrots Hospitality. He was able to 
assist in coordinating on-air food 
segments for Better Health Store on 
FOX 2 News and wrote press releases 
for McDonald’s grand openings and 

sponsored events. 
 
His last year at CMU was spent 
as a PR intern at University 
Communications. There he 
managed “28 Things to Love about 
#LifeAtCentral” campaign and 
assisted in the new marketing 
campaign titled “Put your stamp on 
the world.” 
 
Following graduation, he began his 
career at Fiat Chrysler North America 
as a manufacturing and WCW 
communications professional. Joe 
is a writer for FCA’s internal online 
news publication, designer for digital 
print material and films and edits 
video content for manufacturing 
communication strategies using 
Adobe Creative Cloud. 

JOE SINGER

General Meeting

Feb. 8 General Meeting
Dr. Simpson, journalism professor at CMU, talked about the dos and don’ts of working with newspaper 
publishing companies as a PR specialist. Near the end of the meeting, the entire group was split into four 
different groups to be given a scenario (Duck Derby) and then pitch it to the panel in front of the room. After 
critiques and calling out what could be said as an “excellent” way to pitch for each individual group, team two 
won. After the meeting, new members stayed for the mentor/mentee program where each E-board member was 
paired with said new members.

Feb. 22 General Meeting 
Pat Baskin, managing director at CKC Agency, spoke with the members of PRSSA about pitching stories to 
the media through research and creative approach. Baskin discussed the basics of pitching and highlighted the 
importance of opportunities that could help a client’s brand or image. Baskin offered important insight into the 
world of corporate communications through advice centered around personalized pitches, interesting hooks 
and follow-ups. Those who attended the meeting were able to walk away with vital information pertaining to 
characteristics that lead to successful pitches. AP STYLE TIP DESIGN TIP

• Capitalization: Generic job and 
department names are lowercase. 
Examples: server, astronaut, movie 
star.

• Number is always abbreviated – No. 
1 – with a figure to indicate position 
or rank: No. 5     leading cause of 
death.

Clipping Paths
This is an easy tool to remove the white background around 
an image so you can add it into a design as its own entity.
1. Open the Paths panel, choose Make Work Path. You will 
be asked for a Tolerance setting in pixels  small number = 
finer path shape.
2. Click OK to accept. A work path will appear in the Paths 
panel. 
3. Convert the path into a named path by choosing Save Path 
in the flyout menu. After naming it, press OK.
4. Choose the Clipping Path from the flyout menu. Next; 
choose a Flatness setting. The smaller number rule applies to 
this as well.
5. Click OK.

How long have you been involved 
with PRSSA?
This is my second semester in PRSSA.

What are you involved in within 
PRSSA?
I’m a member of the Design 
Committee. I also attend general 
meetings and socials. 

What’s your favorite thing about 
PRSSA?
My favorite part of PRSSA is that it’s 
full of like-minded professionally 

geared individuals. It’s also nice 
having the opportunity to interact 
with with those fellow members on 
a regular basis to begin forming a 
professional network. 

What advice would you give to other 
PRSSA members?
Consistency is key. In PRSSA, 
attending meetings regularly allows 
for you to gain the most from it. In 
the professional world, consistency 
will open doors for you and prove 
your work ethic to employers.

Kara Hengesbach 
Ethan Hogan

Isabella Krolikowski
Sam Meyer

Aren Milligan

Social:
Oscars watch party. PRSSA members gathered at Elena Panyard’s apartment to enjoy food, company and 
the Oscars.


