
WWW.CMUPRSSA.COM

PRSSA PRofile

UPCOMING EVENTS BLOG MENTIONS

12
APR 6:30 p.m.       General Meeting

20
APR 8 a.m.       Spring Conference

23
APR 11 a.m.          Spring Banquet

Check out our website to read more 
PRSSA blogs.

“21 THINGS I LEARNED IN 21 YEARS”
by Sam Meyer

Choose what makes YOU happy.

“SENIOR YEAR THOUGHTS” 
by Alyssa Tippens

To say, “time flies in college” is a colossal 
understatement. 
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2017

TOP THREE REASONS TO COME TO 
PR: AN AGE OF POLARIZATION CONFERENCE

Hope to see all of you at conference!

We have a busy month ahead of us 
in April. With conference around 
the corner on April 20, and banquet 
after that on April 23, there is no 
shortage of PRSSA events to liven 
up your month! New executive 
board applications closed on April 2, 
and the new board will be officially 
announced at banquet. Buy your 
tickets as soon as you can, and tell 
your peers to buy theirs too. 

As always, if you have any questions 
about what conference and banquet 
entail, ask any member of executive 
board. We hope you are as excited as 
we are for this month’s events! 

ISABELLA 
KROLIKOWSKI
PR Director
 

To make our conference a success, we 
need a strong member turnout. Not 
many other PRSSA chapters plan and 
execute a conference, making it a unique 
part of CMU PRSSA. 
1.     Networking
Internship season and job hunting is 
upon us, and it never hurts to make 
connections with PR professionals. The 
breakout sessions provide you with an 
opportunity to talk with the speaker 
after their presentation and exchange 
contact information. Remember – 
enthusiasm never hurts! Don’t be afraid 
to tell the speaker you are interested in 

learning more about the organization. In 
addition, many members of White Pine 
PRSA and other students will attend 
ready to network. 
2.     Learning
This one is obvious, but should not 
be understated. In these tumultuous 
political and economic times, there is 
always more to learn about crisis PR. You 
never know what you might be asked at 
an interview or the situations you will 
find yourself in as a professional. Pay 
close attention, take notes and be ready 
to ask questions. 
3.     Food!
The $20 you pay as a PRSSA CMU 
student goes a long way. Not only do you 
get to listen to awesome PR professionals 
talk about their experiences, but you get 
breakfast and lunch provided. Come 
hungry, and tell your friends to sign up 
too!

For more upcoming dates, check out 
our website. 

26
APR 6:30 p.m.       General Meeting
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Alyse Jantz

WHAT YOU MISSED... ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

PROFILE
CREDITS

Heather Kipp graduated from CMU 
in 2006 with an IPR major.

Heather says one of her favorite 
things about being a member of 
CMU’s PRSSA was being able to go 
on tours of the different places CMU 
communication alums were working 
at. The “eye-opening” tours to 
various public relations agencies and 
corporate offices allowed for Heather 
to see that an IPR degree could be 
used virtually anywhere. 

While attending CMU, Heather 
completed an internship with Special 
Olympics Michigan where she served 
as a PRAssistant. In addition, Heather 
worked as a marketing assistant for 
the CMU Center of Applied Research 
and Technology. Both positions 
allowed for Heather to learn that one 

must be willing to try anything when 
working in public relations.  

During her senior year at CMU, 
Heater interned at Curve Detroit, an 
advertising agency in metro Detroit, 
where she was a Copywriter and 
Public Relations Specialist. After 
graduation, Curve Detroit offered 
Heather a full-time position. Heather 
was an employee at Curve Detroit for 
more than two years before landing a 
job at the University of Michigan as 
a communications specialist for the 
Health Information and Technology 
Services department where she works 
today. 

In 2012, Heather graduated from 
Eastern Michigan University with a 
Master’s degree in Integrated Marking 
Communications. HEATHER KIPP

General Meeting: March 15

Gina Zebell, director of leadership, led members in an activity to find out our leadership style. The activity was 
laid out as a piece of paper with a series of qualities that you ranked yourself 1-4, with one being the least like you 
and four being the most.
At the end, members added the columns up and your personality aligned with A-D, to which Zebell put groups 
together based on your letter. Zebell then announced that the personality types align with Gilmore Girls 
characters: Rory Gilmore, Luke Danes, Lorelai Gilmore and Richard Gilmore. 
Zebell gave a scenario that pertained to a crisis event involving Netflix and how from a PR standpoint we would 
handle it. The team that aligned with Richard Gilmore won the challenge. 

General Meeting: March 29

Lessons in leadership were continued during the last meeting in March. Members of the Leadership Institute 
presented at the meeting, leading members in an activity to help discover their top three values. They emphasized 
the importance of knowing your values and living by them as you pursue a degree and career in public relations. AP STYLE TIP DESIGN TIP

It’s finally spring! Don’t let the season change 
confuse you. Here are some helpful AP Style 
tips to use this spring.

• Seasons –spring, summer, winter and fall 
are lowercase. Derivatives like springtime 
are also lowercase. However, formal names 
such as, Spring Formal, are capitalized.

• Months: March, April, May and June are 
not abbreviated.

• Daylight saving time: Not savings. There is 
also no hyphen.

Contrast is Key
 
Use contrast to showcase important information. 
Contrast helps make specific information stand out 
from other information within the design. 

You can show contrast by using both colors and 
fonts. An example of contrast is a design with a 
light background and a dark font. The dark words 
will stand out against the light background. 1. How long have you been involved 

with PRSSA?
This is my first year.

2. What are you involved in within 
PRSSA?
I am in the chapter events and 
fundraising committee.

3. What’s your favorite thing about 
PRSSA?
Learning from experts in the field. 
I really enjoy getting to hear people 
speak about what they have learned 

since graduating. It excites me to 
think about all of the cool things I’m 
going get to do once I graduate!

4.     What advice would you give to 
other PRSSA members?
Advice I would give to other PRSSA 
members is to get involved! I used 
to be the person who made excuses 
and didn’t do anything. This past year 
since I joined I have had so much 
fun! It has been really stressful at 
times but it’s really nice to work on 
things that I’ll be doing in my actual 
job.

Kara Hengesbach 
Brianna Brugel
Ethan Hogan

Isabella Krolikowski
Sam Meyer

Aren Milligan

Social: March 26

PRSSA members enjoyed a stress-free evening of games and coloring in the UC. Pajamas were worn, Cards of 
Humanity was played; what more can you ask for on a Sunday evening?


