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Check out our website to read more 
blogs throughout the semester!

“PR IN REAL LIFE”
by Brianna Edwardson

A common question many PR majors will 
face: what is public relations?

“THE DARK SIDE OF SOCIAL MEDIA”
by D.J. Glover

Though social media has many benefits, it 
also has negative aspects.

   6:30 p.m.        General Meeting

   10 a.m.-          Internship Fair
   3 p.m.

INTERNSHIP FAIR
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I hope everyone had a great 
second month as CMU 
PRSSA members! This month, 
preparation for Internship Fair 
is in full swing. This month’s 
PRofile, as well as blogs, will be 
heavily focused on Internship 
Fair. 
If you have any questions about 
Internship Fair, contact Executive 
Board members Nicole Roberts 
or Kimberly Sampson. We are 
excited to see all of you there!
Don’t be nervous about 
attending, and look at the day as 
a learning experience where you 
can expand your professional 
network.

PITCH YOURSELF AT INTERNSHIP FAIR

Fall is in full swing, and that can only mean 
one thing for CMU PRSSA. Internship 
Fair is just around the corner! Internship 
Fair gives you a unique opportunity to 
network with potential employers and 
land your dream internship.
How do you make yourself stand out to 
the recruiters? The key is to pitch yourself 
to get them to first notice you, then 
remember you. 
1. Dress to impress. The first sight the 
recruiter gets of you is the first part 
of your pitch. You do not want your 
potential boss seeing you for the first time 
in jeans and a t-shirt. Dress in business 
professional clothing.

2. Bring your resume. If you do not 
have one, now is a great time to make 
one. If you do not know where to start, 
contact a fellow PRSSA member or 
CMU Career Services. Your resume is 
a great conversation piece about your 
organizational participation and work 
experience. It will also help you remember 
the things you have done while talking to 
the recruiter.
3. Practice your pitch to fellow PRSSA 
members or friends. Talking through 
your pitch out loud will help you sound 
more polished and prepared. 
4. Personalize your pitch. Look on the 
organization’s websites for their values. 
Do you have any work experience that 
lines up? Mention it! If it sounds like you 
have done your research, you will stand 
out and be impressive.
5. Go to Internship Fair. There is no better 
place to recite your perfect personal 
pitch than Internship Fair. You will make 
valuable connections and be starting 
your career off on the right foot. 

4
NOV

6:30 p.m.       Last general 
                       meeting of semster.

20
NOV    7 p.m.             Friendsgiving social       
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WHAT YOU MISSED... ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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 Ellen Trudell is an IPR graduate of 2012. Growing up 
caring and being fascinated with Detroit and all of her fea-
tures, downfalls and current up rise, she knew she wanted to 
do something that helped the betterment of our queen city. 
First wanting to get into political PR, she interned with state 
Senator Rebekah Warren her spring semester of senior year 
and then became the finance assistant for Michigan Senate 
Democrats right after graduation. 

 Knowing that the Detroit Lions significantly helped 
the city of Detroit, she interned in media relations for six 
months at the end of 2012. Taking up freelance writing for 
a full year following her financial assisting position, she was 
able to improve her skills in rebranding, including tagline 
creation, web content writing, newsletter writing, speech 
writing, press releases, media advisory and quote writing 
and social media content creation.  
 Following her year of freelance writing, she joined 
Qualigence International as a research consultant and then 
shortly after joined SME as a marketing assistant. Having 
ended her time as a marketing assistant, she joined Detroit 
Challenge as a fellow, looking for ways to engage the Detroit 
public through social media, projects and first hand experi-
ences. 
 She made her way back to the Detroit Lions in May 
2015 as a corporate communications coordinator. After a full 
year of hard work and dedication to her career, she became 
a corporate communications manager for the Lions. Ellen 
now handles Ford Field’s social media. There is a common 
misconception that she does PR for the players themselves, 
she handles events and media relations for the field itself. 

ELLEN TRUDELL

AP STYLE TIP DESIGN TIP
There’s nothing spooky about AP style! Check 

out these festive terms:
• Trick-or-treating is hyphenated. The phrase trick or 

treat is not. 
• Never capitalize seasons like fall. Halloween is 

capitalized. 
• Abbreviate the month when used with the full date. 

Halloween is on Oct. 31. 
• Let’s carve jack-o’-lanterns. 

When designing, always keep C.R.A.P. in mind:

Contrast
Repetition
Alignment
Proximity 

This unique design principle can improve the visual 
appeal of any website, poster, or presentation.

The 2016 PRSSA National Conference was a 
great success! Twelve CMU PRSSA members 
attended. During conference, members listened to 
experts speak on different aspects of PR, attended 
networking events and explored Indianapolis.
 Next year, the conference will be held in Boston. 

Socials
Applebee’s
PRSSA’s first social of the year 
took place on Sept. 28. After 
the first mentor/mentee  meet-
ing concluded, PRSSA mem-
bers carpooled to Applebee’s 
to enjoy half-off appetizers and 
socialize with new and recurring       
members. Those new to PRSSA 
were given the opportunity to 
meet executive board members 
while recurring members dis-
cussed the upcoming year. 

Papa’s Pumpkin Patch
PRSSA members got in the 
fall spirit on Oct. 16 at Papa’s 
Pumpkin Patch. Members picked 

out pumpkins from the pumpkin 
patch, went on a hayride and 
had cider and doughnuts. 

General Meetings
Oct. 12 general meeting
On Oct. 12, three PRSSA alumni 
visited and discussed their 
experiences as they transferred 
from PRSSA members to interns 
to now full-time employees. 
Lucy Ciaramitaro, Austin Stowe 
and Shelby Paul answered ques-
tions about how to land intern-
ships and what to expect. The 
panel also offered valuable tips 
on how to prepare for inter-
views and how to make yourself 
stand out. Some advice included 

doing research on the company 
before the interview, playing up 
your strengths and most im-
portantly having confidence in 
yourself. The panel gave mem-
bers a better understanding 
of what it takes to be a public 
relations professional.

Oct. 26 general meeting
PRSSA members got a lesson 
on personal branding Oct. 26. 
Erik Simon, Assistant Director of 
CMU Career Services, was the 
guest speaker. Simon discussed 
the importance of having a 
website, and ways to set your-
self apart for internship fair and 
in networking in general. 
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