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Starting Off the New Year on the Right Foot
                                                                                            By: Abby Fischer

Coming back to school for the spring semester is exciting. It’s a fresh start with new classes and new 
opportunities. Prepare yourself for the new year and new semester with these five tips.

1. Apply for internships
When you get back to CMU, your busy schedule will set in fast. Rather than scramble to find the time to apply 
for internships throughout the semester, get it done within the first few weeks of the new year. 

2. Have your books ready for the first week of class
From my experience, every time I wait to buy books I always end up needing them for an assignment during 
the first week. It’s better to be prepared and have textbooks on hand even if you don’t need them right away. 

3. Get Involved
If you haven’t already, get involved with RSOs you’re interested in, or better yet, an RSO related to your major. 
Getting involved comes with many benefits including hands-on experience and networking. 

4. Invest in a planner or a desk calendar
If you don’t have a planner, get one. The PR industry is all about deadlines, so get in the habit of marking down 
due dates; this will help you in the future. Plus, planners and calendars keep you organized throughout the 
semester, so you won’t forget about any projects, meetings, quizzes or assignments.

5. Job shadow
If you’re unsure about what type of PR is the best fit for you, try job shadowing. During one of my classes, a 
professor compared the necessity of job shadowing to buying ice cream. She said if you’ve never had ice cream 
before, you won’t just pick any flavor and hope you like it; you’ll test out a bunch of flavors before you commit 
to the one you want to buy. You won’t know what you like until you’ve tried it out. Plus, doing a job shadow is a 
great way to network with PR professionals, so even if you aren’t a fan of the place you job shadowed at, you’ve 
still made connections.

Hopefully these tips will help you have a successful spring semester and get you started on the right foot for 
2018. Happy New Year!

Blog Mentions
“Great gifts for your PR professional”

By: Krystal Black
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What You Missed

PRSSA Christmas Party: Dec. 10
Members were invited to attend PRSSA’s annual Christmas party held in Moore 120. Attendees were asked 
to bring a gift for the white elephant gift exchange and particpated in other holiday activities while eating 
food and socializing with one another. 

Upcoming Events

Committee Updates
There are three committees within PRSSA that are dedicated to giving members hands-on experience and 
skills needed for a successful future in the field of public relations. The committees include:

• Publications Committee, Kara Hengesbach: Mondays at 6 p.m. biweekly

• Chapter Events and Fundraising Committee, Teddy Wingert and Brianna Brugel: Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
biweekly

• Professional Development Committee, Samantha Meyer and Drew Forrest: Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Note: if you are interested in joining a committee, visit cmuprssa.com for more information.

General Meeting     |     Jan. 17 @ 6:30 p.m.

General Meeting     |     Jan. 31 @ 6:30 p.m.

PR Central Update
“PR Central applications for the spring semester are now open 
on our website, www.cmuprcentral.com until Jan. 10. All levels 
of PR are welcome to apply! As spring semester is fast 
approaching, we are gearing up for our sixth annual Rubber 
Duck Derby at the Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel on March 
28. Ducks can be purchased on our website or through a PR 
Central member for a chance to win $500.”

- PR Central CEO, Kaylah Metcalf

We’re Social @CMUPRSSA



PRSSA PRofile
PRSSA Member Highlight

Our December Member of the Month is Anna 
Kendall. Anna is a sophomore who joined PRSSA in 
the spring 2017. Through PRSSA, she is involved with 
the Chapter Events and Fundraising Committee. She’s 
also involved with Central Michigan Life, 
Care*Share*Connect* and the Honors Outreach 
Network.
“Being in PRSSA has really helped me to develop 
professionally and start making connections with 
other people in the IPR program,” Anna said.
Through PRSSA meetings, national conference and 
internship fair, Anna said she’s learned a lot about the 
expectations for a PR professional and has gained PR 
experience along the way. Anna lists meeting 
upperclassmen in the IPR program as another benefit 
of PRSSA. Anna said upperclassmen offer good advice 
on what professors to take classes with, what 

Profile Credits

companies to intern for and more. Anna’s advice to 
students who are considering an IPR degree is to join 
PRSSA. 
“IPR 101 is really helpful for getting to know what PR 
is, but PRSSA was ultimately what made me confident 
that I had chosen the right major based on the people 
I met and the information I gained from each 
meeting. There are a bunch of friendly faces, and it’s 
a really fun way to begin building your professional 
network,” Anna said.

AP Style Tip Design Tip
Ring in the new year with these AP Style tips 
underlined below!

Her New Year’s resolution was to eat healthier and 
excersise on a daily basis. 

We will celebrate the new year at Jane’s apartment. 

Ryan Seacrest will host “Dick Clark’s New Year’s 
Rockin Eve.”

The East Coast will experience the new year before 
the West Coast. 

Information overload is a real issue in any design 
medium. An easy way to avoid it is to remove 
content – less is more – but a designer can also work 
with scale. 

Adding scale to a design allows for a visual 
hierarchy. This is achieved through contrast and 
proximity. You will often see this in web design by 
looking at the size of the headings, body copy, and 
footers. 

Scale will allow you to group elements together, 
while also giving them enough separation to stand 
out on their own and be easily understood. In the 
end, a design needs to benefit the target audience, 
and adding scale allows a company to deliver the 
intended message in clearer, cleaner way.
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